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TO THRIVE  
IN TODAY’S 
EVER-CHANGING 
MARKETS , 
SUCCESSFUL 

INVESTING 

DEMANDS  
FLEXIBLE THINKING 
AND THE ABIL IT Y  
TO COMBINE 
LONG-TER M 
STR ATEGIES WITH 
ACTIVE PORTFOLIO 
MANAGEMENT.

E NTE R OM N IS AG I L IT Y



AN D R E W SU M M E R S

Chief Investment OFcer, Omnis Investments

Please note, at the back of the brochure we have provided you with a glossary of terms which you can refer to at any time.

A set of investment portfolios that are active, robust and insightful. 

With more than £10 billion in assets under management, Omnis is one 

of the UK’s largest managers of UK domiciled funds. We work with over 

4,500 financial advisers across the country helping people look forward with 

confidence and optimism.

Omnis Agility provides carefully constructed well diversified 

portfolios that reflect our investment approach and focus on value for 

money. To thrive in today’s ever-changing markets, successful investing 

demands flexible thinking and the ability to combine long-term 

strategies with active portfolio management.

We’ve designed Omnis Agility with that in mind. The goal of Omnis Agility 

is to capture the best investment opportunities and navigate market risks. 

Over the next few pages we will go into detail about how we run these 

portfolios and the benefits they o]er you as an investor.
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OM N IS AG I L IT Y





Flexibility 
and control



Introducing Omnis Agility, a range of actively managed portfolios  

that are designed to help you achieve your financial goals. 

The first stage of your Omnis Agility journey is usually a conversation  

with your adviser. This will give you the chance to agree what’s important  

to you and why you want to invest.

Your adviser will ask you about lots of things, including your overall  

financial situation, any particular investment goals, and your time horizon,  

as well as your tax status. You’ll also talk about risk and how the  

inevitable rise and fall in financial markets may a]ect the value  

of your investments over time.
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I NTRO DUC TIO N



Armed with this information, your adviser will then work out the best 

investment solution for you. It’s straightforward with Omnis Agility 

because there are four portfolios to match di]erent return targets and risk 

profiles. Whether you’re a cautious investor, comfortable with being more 

adventurous or somewhere in between, depending on your objectives  

and risk attitude there’s a strategy for you. 

You have the option of investing in Omnis Agility through a  

General Investment Account (GIA) as well as tax-eFcient wrappers,  

including Individual Savings Accounts (ISAs) and pension options.

WHETHER YOU’RE A CAUTIOUS 
INVESTOR ,  COMFORTABLE WITH 
BEING MORE ADVENTUROUS, 
OR SOMEWHERE IN BET WEEN, 
THERE’S  A STR ATEGY FOR YOU.
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LOW E R R I S K

Lower potential return

H I G H E R R I S K

Higher potential return

II III IV V



For each of the di]erent portfolios, our starting point is to work closely  

with The Openwork Partnership to develop the Strategic Asset Allocations 

(SAA) that forms the foundations for portfolio construction. 

The SAA is a blend of investments in specific amounts that matches your risk 

profile and aims to deliver the best long-term return for that risk profile. 

The weighting for each investment, or asset class, is based on our  

long-term expectations for potential returns and how we expect di]erent 

asset classes to interact with each other and the level of risk you are  

willing to take. 

H OW TH E PO RTFO LIOS 

AR E M ANAG E D

S E T TI N G TH E DI R EC TIO N O F TH E PO RTFO LIOS -  

TH E STR ATEG IC ASS E T ALLOCATIO N 
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Depending on your attitude to risk, the di]erent  

portfolios have a di]erent mix of asset classes.

TH E OM N IS AG I L IT Y R AN G E O F PO RTFO LIOS

11%

UK Equities

24.75%

US Equities

15.5%

Other Developed

Markets Equities

3.75%

Emerging

Markets

8.75%

UK Government

Bonds

4.75%

UK Corporate

Bonds

24%

Global Bonds

7.5%

Alternative

Investments

19%

UK Equities

42.75%

US Equities

27%

Other Developed

Markets Equities

6.25%

Emerging

Markets

1.5%

UK Government

Bonds

1%

UK Corporate

Bonds

2.5%

Global Bonds

8%

UK Equities

18%

US Equities

14%

Other Developed

Markets Equities

11%

UK Government

Bonds

6.25%

UK Corporate

Bonds

32.75%

Global Bonds

10%

Alternative

Investments

14%

UK Equities

31.5%

US Equities

19.75%

Other Developed

Markets Equities

4.75%

Emerging

Markets

6.25%

UK Government

Bonds

3%

UK Corporate

Bonds

15.75%

Global Bonds

5%

Alternative

Investments

SAA data correct as of week commencing 17 February 2025. The SAA is subject to Annual review  

and is liable to change in future without notice. Your adviser can provide the latest version.



robust
[ ] adjective
Rigorous and disciplined.



Of course, we know that the investment environment is always changing,  

so we manage all portfolios actively to respond to these evolving conditions.

This process is called Tactical Asset Allocation (TAA) and involves increasing 

and decreasing exposures to the di]erent asset classes and geographical 

regions. We describe this process as underweighting (where we have lower 

exposure than the strategic weight) and overweighting (where we have  

higher exposure than the strategic weight). 

D E F E N S IV E 

POS IT I O N I N G

O P TI M I STI C 

POS IT I O N I N G

ST R AT E G I C ASS E T 

AL LO CATI O N
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Flexibility in your portfolio

As an example, this is how Omnis Agility IV adapts 

depending on market conditions. A more optimistic outlook 

on the economy may lead us to increase our exposure to 

more risky assets, like equities, and when we wish to be 

more defensive, we may increase our exposure to less risky 

assets like bonds. All the portfolios in Omnis Agility will 

adapt in line with market conditions.

BondsEquity

CashAlternatives

Example. For illustrative 

purposes only.

I NTRO DUCI N G F LE XI B I L IT Y TO TH E 

PO RTFO LIO -  TAC TICAL ASS E T ALLOCATIO N



I M PLE M E NTI N G OU R I NVE STM E NT VI E WS

AXA Investment Management

• Omnis Short Dated Bond Fund

Barings Asset Management

• Omnis European Equity 

 Opportunities Fund

Columbia Threadneedle Investments

• Omnis UK Gilt Fund

• Omnis Sterling Corporate  

 Bond Fund

Federated Hermes

• Omnis Absolute Return Bond Fund

Fidelity International

• Omnis European Equity  

 Leaders Fund

• Omnis Global Emerging Markets 

 Equity Leaders Fund

• Omnis Strategic Bond Fund

• Omnis UK Smaller Companies Fund

Franklin Templeton Investments

• Omnis UK Smaller Companies Fund

• Omnis UK All Companies Fund

Fulcrum Asset Management

• Omnis Diversified Returns Fund

Janus Henderson Investors

• Omnis US Smaller Companies Fund

Lazard Asset Management

• Omnis Global Emerging Markets 

 Equity Opportunities Fund

Ninety One

• Omnis Income and Growth Fund

Schroder Investment Management

• Omnis Japanese Equity Fund

State Street Global Advisors

• Omnis US Equity Leaders Fund

T. Rowe Price

• Omnis US Equity Leaders Fund

Veritas Asset Management LLP

• Omnis Asia Pacific (ex-Japan)  

 Equity Fund

Western Asset Management

• Omnis Global Bond Fund
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Blending active funds with Exchange Traded Funds 

Once we have established our view on the investment environment and  

how much we want to invest in the di]erent investment options available  

to us, we proceed to decide how we best invest your money.  

We invest the core of your portfolio in actively managed Omnis funds. 

At Omnis we have the skills, resources and experience to find the best 

investment managers to run our funds. 

Omnis Investments currently works with some of the leading investment 

managers in the world, bringing you access to some of the world’s leading 

investment professionals.





active
[ ] adjective
Assured and responsive.



Omnis has a range of funds and appoints expert investment managers to 

make the investment decisions in the funds. For example, if we have a fund 

that invests in UK companies, we will appoint an experienced manager to 

decide what companies to invest in with the aim of delivering better returns 

than the broad market. 

When selecting a manager for one of the Omnis funds, our dedicated 

Manager Research team works with an external specialist research firm to 

distil the large universe of investment managers into a list of managers that 

meet our strict criteria for us to consider. 

We rigorously assess our investment managers and review and analyse  

their investment philosophy, their investment process and their team, 

amongst other things. We then validate that against data we already have.  

We meet potential investment managers and their teams in person so  

that we can gain a thorough insight into their investment approach.  

We use a variety of tools to measure a manager’s abilities before deciding  

to appoint them to manage one of the Omnis funds.
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This robust and repeatable process ensures all Omnis funds are run by  

leading investment managers. We appoint them after careful due diligence 

and keep them under review so if there are any changes to their process or 

team that require us to take action, including appointing a  

new manager, we do just that, without it requiring action from you. 

To learn more about our investment managers, please visit  

https://omnisinvestments.com/about/investment-managers

Around this core of Omnis funds, Omnis Agility will also invest in 

Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) that give us access to additional investment 

opportunities. In their simplest form, ETFs are funds that aim to track the 

performance of a specific market. For example, a UK Equity ETF might  

track the performance of the FTSE 100 index. 

ETFs can cover a broad range of asset classes and can give exposure  

to specific markets, sectors, or investment strategies. 

When Omnis Agility selects ETFs we use a similarly robust research process, 

taking into account a range of factors, including size, cost, how closely the ETF 

returns track the market, the credentials and reputation of the manager. We 

then select the ones we believe provide the most eFcient exposure.

By combining the actively managed Omnis funds with ETFs, Omnis Agility 

aims to deliver eFcient, cost e]ective and risk-conscious long-term 

investment returns.
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To learn more about ETFs, please visit 

https://omnisinvestments.com/OmnisAgility/the-benefits-of-etfs

An ETF aims to track the performance of a specific market by investing in all 

of the underlying shares of companies or bonds. By including ETFs in Omnis 

Agility it provides certain benefits to your portfolio:

Diversification

ETFs give your portfolio access to a diverse mix of asset classes, 

including domestic and international shares, and bonds.

Cost-egectiveness

ETFs typically have lower associated costs than actively  

managed investment funds. 

Liquidity and flexibility

It’s quick and easy to buy or sell ETFs because they are listed  

on the stock exchange.

Transparency

As ETFs aim to simply follow an index, we will always know what 

they are investing in and how much is invested in each company 

or bond. We can use this information to make informed 

decisions in your portfolio.

B E N E F ITS O F E XCHAN G E TR AD E D FU N DS (E TFS)





Omnis recognises the important influence environmental, social and 

governance factors can have on long term asset prices. Accordingly, Omnis 

only works with investment managers that adhere to or are aspiring to adhere 

to the UN Principles for Responsible Investment and UK Stewardship Code  

to ensure our funds are managed in an appropriate way.

Omnis is committed to building on these two crucial foundations which  

we believe help improve the long-term returns to our clients. 

1. United Nations Principles for Responsible Investing  

(UN PRI). The UN PRI has proven to be a demanding and 

relevant tool to encourage asset managers to incorporate 

environmental, social and governance factors into their 

investment decision making.

2. UK Stewardship Code. As signatories to the Code our asset 

managers undertake to conform to 12 Principles that underpin 

e]ective engagement between themselves as institutional 

investors and the companies they invest in. 
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3. Implementing our  

investment views 

The way we implement our  

TAA in your portfolio is by  

investing in actively managed  

Omnis funds run by leading  

managers, and ETFs.

2. Tactical asset  

allocation (TAA) 

We increase or decrease  

the exposures to di]erent  

investments to reflect what’s 

happening in the markets and  

our medium-term outlook  

with the aim to outperform  

the SAA over time. 

1. Strategic asset  

allocation (SAA) 

We determine the combination  

of assets for each portfolio that  

we believe can deliver the best  

investment outcome for your level  

of risk over the long term. We review 

periodically to ensure the SAA 

remains appropriate.

OM N IS AG I L IT Y’S  I NVE STM E NT APPROACH I N SU M M ARY

The Strategic Asset Allocation, the Tactical Asset Allocation and the 

Investment Selection are the three key components that go into building 

your portfolio within Omnis Agility.
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The ongoing management of your portfolio, the appointment of external 

asset managers to manage an Omnis fund and the inclusion of ETFs into an 

Omnis Agility portfolio is overseen by the Omnis team, who have decades of 

experience when it comes to investing and overseeing portfolios.

AN E XPE R I E N CE D TE A M M ANAG I N G YOU R PO RTFO LIO

Robert Je]ree

Rohit Vaswani

Andrew Summers

Simon Harris

Hannah Evans

Angie Keogh

Patrick O Donnell 



Robert joined Omnis in 2020 as CIO, having begun his career at HSBC  

Asset Management in 1995. In 2004 he joined New Star Asset Management as 

a fund manager for the firm’s multi-asset and Asia portfolios. Robert  

took on the role of CEO of Omnis in 2023.

Hannah joined Omnis in 2022 having begun her career at UK actuarial 

consultancy Lane Clark and Peacock. Hannah has nearly 20 years of 

experience in investment manager research. Most recently she worked at 

Russell Investments. At Omnis, Hannah leads our work on selecting and 

monitoring the investment managers of the Omnis funds.

Andrew joined Omnis Investments in 2023 bringing with him over  

27 years of experience in investment management. He began his career  

at Goldman Sachs, before moving to Investec Wealth & Investment where  

he served as Global Head of Product & Research, Head of Collectives 

Research and Head of Alternative Investments.

RO B E RT J E F F R E E

Chief Executive OFcer

HAN NAH E VAN S

Head of Manager Research

AN D R E W SU M M E R S

Chief Investment OFcer



Patrick joined Omnis in 2024 and is a Senior Investment Strategist with over 

19 years industry experience. He joins us from abrdn where he held roles 

as a quantitative analyst, derivatives trader, and ultimately a fixed income 

portfolio manager from 2011. Patrick graduated with a BAI, BA (Hons) in 

Electronic and Electrical Engineering from Trinity College Dublin and an MSc 

(Hons) in Digital Signal Processing from King’s College London.

PATR ICK O’ DO N N E LL

Senior Investment Strategist

 F L E XI B I L IT Y & CO N T RO L  |   2 5

Rohit has over 13 years of experience in financial services, across a variety of 

roles. He began his career at Fidelity International, working with investors 

globally to provide investment solutions and more recently with fund 

managers and fund buyers at Portfolio Adviser, a leading UK-based investment 

publication. Rohit joined Omnis in 2020.

Simon has over 20 years of asset management experience from roles within 

finance & investment operations. He previously worked at Embark, part of  

the Lloyds Banking Group, where he was Head of Investment Operations. 

Simon also spent over 18 years at Zurich Insurance Company in a variety of 

roles. Simon joined Omnis in 2023.

RO H IT VASWAN I

Client Portfolio Manager

SI MO N HAR R IS

Chief Operating OFcer
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Angie joined Omnis in 2023 and is a member of the management  

committee with responsibility for regulatory oversight of the business.  

She has more than 20 years of experience in financial services and has held 

senior roles in the fund management, life and insurance sectors. Angie has 

worked for a range of businesses including Zurich, AXA, Holloway Friendly  

and Columbia Threadneedle.

AN G I E KEOG H

Head of Risk and Compliance

DECADES OF EXPER IENCE  
WHEN IT  COMES TO  
INVESTING AND OVERSEEING 
PORTFOLIOS .



insightful
[  ] adjective
Having or showing deep 

understanding.



The rigorous ongoing monitoring process continues for as long as you invest 

in the Omnis Agility portfolio. Whilst we can’t remove risk entirely, our 

systems and processes aim to create a safe environment for investing and 

provide an additional layer of oversight and governance. 

We believe that our rigorous selection processes, leading investment 

managers, and robust control and governance framework all combine to act 

as the ‘guard rails’ to your investment experience and help to deliver peace  

of mind that we are carefully and diligently managing your investment.

Omnis also counts with experienced non-executive directors, all with great 

knowledge and understanding of investment portfolios that reinforce the 

governance and oversight of your portfolios. 

Independent expertise and oversight are critical components in the 

governance of any investment manager, ensuring its e]ective operation  

and long-term success. By incorporating independent experts into our 

governance process, your investments benefit from unbiased, professional 

insights that enhance Omnis’ decision-making processes. Our experts 

have extensive industry knowledge and play a crucial role in maintaining 

transparency and accountability. 

View our latest independent directors and chairs on our website  

https://omnisinvestments.com/OmnisAgility/experienced-investment-team
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For the management of Omnis Agility, Omnis charges a 0.1% annual fee  

over and above the underlying investment costs. As at 17th February 2025,  

the annual investment costs of the portfolios were as follows:

Full costs are updated monthly and available on our factsheets or through 

your adviser, who will also be able to explain any additional costs for the 

financial advice.

COSTS & CHARG E S

V

0.61%

II

0.53%

III

0.55%

IV

0.57%



Investing comes with risks and a diversified approach can help to reduce 

those risks and is therefore absolutely central to our investment approach. 

History shows that multiple types of diversification (e.g. by asset class, 

geography, industry sector, company size, investment manager, style) can help 

smooth returns over the medium to long term. Our TAA decisions can help to 

capture opportunities and reduce exposure to weaker areas of the markets. 

History also shows that patience and commitment tend to reward  

investors over the long term. 

Staying invested during market downturns is crucial as they are inevitable 

occurrences. By remaining committed, you provide your investments with the 

opportunity to rebound and regain lost performance over time. 

I NVE STI N G FO R TH E LO N G -TE R M
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Diversified portfolio is Bloomberg Global EQ:FI 60:40 Index. 

Global equity is Bloomberg Developed Market Large & Mid Cap Index. 

Global bond is Bloomberg Global Aggregate Index. 

Source: Bloomberg as of 30 April 2024. GBP returns since launch of Bloomberg 60:40 portfolio 

on 2 April 2015, all dividends/income reinvested. Past performance is not a guide to future 

performance. For illustrative purposes only to show the potential benefits of diversification 

over time. This chart does not take into account charges or any tax.

B E N E F ITS O F DIVE R SI F ICATIO N

Investing in a diversified portfolios will help you capture some of the upside 

from markets whilst trying to limit the downside. The correct mix of asset 

classes will depend on your risk profile.



Our  
investment  
edge



1. A robust asset allocation process

We have a robust and disciplined approach to the active management  

of the portfolios. We review the long-term positioning of the portfolios 

(Strategic Asset Allocation) annually, and work with our appointed partner 

J.P.Morgan Asset Management (JPMAM), which is one of the largest experts 

in strategic asset allocation. We then continuously review our medium-

term investment outlook and position the portfolios accordingly, using our 

proprietary tactical asset allocation process. We combine a rigorous data and 

evidence-driven approach with expert human judgement. 

2. We look for the most elcient ways to invest

We recognise the investment universe is wide. We continually seek to find 

ways of accessing the most e]ective, diverse and, at times, specialised asset 

classes on a global basis by working with leading investment managers,  

which we combine with ETFs. 

WHY OM N IS AG I L IT Y ?
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3. We blend active funds with ETFs

This approach means we have real-time information about the  

investments in the funds so we know exactly what is being invested  

in and therefore the role they play in your portfolio.

4. We appoint leading investment managers

We only appoint investment managers for the Omnis funds that  

meet our strict standards relating to their ability to deliver the investment 

objective of the fund. If we need to change managers (for example if a 

manager retires) we won’t hesitate to do so promptly, eFciently and  

without requiring you to do anything.

5. A wide investment universe

By using ETFs in the portfolios, we can access a very wide investment  

universe. ETFs also allow us to implement very specific investment  

views into the portfolios. 



6. We have access to investment expertise

We are fortunate that the scale of Omnis’ business means the asset  

managers we appoint give us access to their deep and broad range of 

investment specialists. This, combined with independent market experts, 

third-party research partners and in-house expertise, enables us to make 

informed decisions on asset allocation and markets. 

7. We put risk management at the heart of our process

Investing necessarily involves taking risk, but these risks must be known, 

measurable and controlled. We seek to ensure that the risks we take on 

our clients’ behalf are commensurate with the potential investment returns 

available from having exposure to those risks. We make sure all our decisions 

match our views and the risk profiles of all portfolios. 

8. Pricing 

We passionately believe that a focus on value for money is much more 

important for long term investment returns than simple cost. We ensure  

that Omnis funds are competitively priced vs. their peer group and relative  

to the performance we expect them to deliver. We do this through our  

Fund Value Assessments, which consider several indicators of value.  

Having a portion of each portfolio invested in ETFs where this makes  

most sense serves to reduce the overall costs. Omnis publishes an annual 

Value Assessment for Omnis Agility in which we will evaluate the total  

investment cost of the portfolios. 
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As an investor in Omnis Agility, we want to provide you with clear, regular 

updates to help you understand how we’re managing your money. You have 

access to regular information about how the investment portfolio  

is performing, as well as monthly updates about any investment decisions 

we’ve made.

These updates outline what has happened in markets, if we’ve made any asset 

allocation changes and provide details about your portfolio’s investments. 

The updates are available through your financial adviser or on our website.

U N D E R STAN DI N G WHAT WE AR E 

DOI N G I N YOU R PO RTFO LIO

3 6  |    O U R I NVE STM E N T E D G E

REGUL AR UPDATES TO 
UNDERSTAND  WHAT  
WE ARE DOING IN YOUR 
PORTFOLIO.



Here’s a summary of the regular communications  

you will receive from us:

•  The weekly Omnis Investment Club Podcast, which  

highlights key news in markets from the previous week.  

A written version is also available.

•  Monthly portfolio factsheets summarising the  

composition and latest performance of your portfolio,  

as well as factsheets for the underlying funds.

•  Regular market and investment perspectives covering  

topical themes, often providing additional insight from  

our investment management partner firms.

•  A live online update once a year, giving you a chance to  

hear directly from the investment team and giving you the 

opportunity to ask questions.

•  Annual fund reports covering the highlights over  

the past year.

•  Access to our investment desk through your financial  

adviser for any questions about your portfolio.



Choice

Four portfolios to suit di]erent 

objectives and appetites for risk.

Diversified

Exposure to multiple asset classes, 

geographies, investment managers 

and investment styles, which 

can help to enhance returns and 

reduce risk.

Expertise

Access to talented investment 

managers, carefully selected for 

their skill, resources and experience 

by our own dedicated in-house 

Manager Research team. Tactical 

asset allocation is undertaken by 

our experienced team. 

Blended

A blend of active, proprietary 

Omnis funds and ETFs, managed 

actively to adapt to the evolving 

investment environment.

RE ASONS TO INVEST 
IN OMNIS AGILIT Y



Easy to invest

No minimum investment and 

available through ISAs, pensions 

and general investment accounts. 

Competitive charges

For the management of Omnis 

Agility, Omnis charges a 0.1% annual 

fee over and above the underlying 

investment costs. Full costs are 

available on our website or through 

your adviser.

Insightful

You’ll receive detailed information 

about the portfolios, including 

regular reports about financial 

markets and how we’re managing 

your money.





Whether you’re investing for the first time, would like to consolidate your 

existing investments or are simply looking for a di]erent approach, we  

know there’s a lot to think about. If you’d like to explore how Omnis Agility 

could be the right way for you to achieve your financial goals, then please 

speak to your financial adviser.

You can also find out more about our firm and the people  

working here on our website.

N E X T STE PS
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Omnis Agility provides you with a portfolio linked to a number of Omnis 

funds and non-Omnis ETFs but you should note that the value of your 

investments and any income from them can fall as well as rise and you may 

not get back the original amount invested. 

The Key Investor Information Documents (KIID) and Prospectus for the funds 

are available free of charge from https://omnisinvestments.com and contain 

full information on the risks and charges as well as practical information on 

each of the Omnis funds.

KE Y R IS KS

THE VALUE  OF  
YOUR INVESTMENT 
MAY GO DOWN  
AS WELL AS UP.
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The Omnis Agility portfolios will only be invested in funds o]ered by  

Omnis Investments Limited (a member of the Openwork group of 

companies), selected third party Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs), and cash.

While Omnis Agility aims to strike a balance between risk and return within 

your risk profile we cannot guarantee that our strategic investment decisions 

will add value to your portfolio or to protect it from losses. 

Changes in exchange rates may mean that the value of your investment  

goes down as well as up.

There may be a variation in performance between funds and portfolios  

with similar objectives due to the di]erent assets, dates of investment and  

in some cases the investment platforms selected by investors and other 

factors which are beyond the control of Omnis. 
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You are able to access Omnis Agility through a range of investment  

platforms, however outcomes may vary as a result of di]ering operational 

and investment processes and terms of service in place at each platform. 

Omnis is not responsible for the actions and terms of service of the 

platforms selected by you. 

Each platform may require you to maintain an adequate cash balance on  

your account to cover charges. If there are insuFcient funds available, this 

may result in either a sale of assets from within Omnis Agility to cover  

the fee or the fees not being paid, which may ultimately result in you no 

longer being invested. 

Your financial adviser will discuss with you how to ensure your  

cash account is appropriately funded at all times.
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Active funds / Active management / Active portfolios

Active managed funds or portfolios require a fund 

manager to pick and choose investments, with the aim 

of delivering a performance that beats the fund’s stated 

benchmark or index.

Alternative asset classes 

An alternative asset class is a group of financial assets 

that does not fall into one of the conventional 

investment categories. Conventional categories include 

stocks, bonds, and cash. They can include private equity 

or venture capital, hedge funds, managed futures, 

commodities, and derivatives contracts. Alternative 

investments can be used for portfolio diversification.

Asset allocation 

Asset allocation involves dividing your investments 

among di]erent assets, such as stocks, bonds, and cash. 

The asset allocation decision is a personal one. The 

allocation that works best for you changes at di]erent 

times in your life, depending on how long you have to 

invest and your ability to tolerate risk.

Asset classes 

An asset class is a grouping of investments that exhibit 

similar characteristics and are subject to the same laws 

and regulations. Equities (e.g., stocks), fixed income 

(e.g., bonds), cash and cash equivalents, real estate, 

commodities, and currencies are common examples of 

asset classes.

Assets under management 

Assets under management (AUM) is the market value 

of the investments managed by a person or entity on 

behalf of clients. 

Bonds / Fixed Income

Essentially, a loan provided by an investor to a company 

or government who in return agrees to make fixed 

interest payments and to repay the initial amount at the 

end of an agreed period. Bonds are used by companies, 

municipalities, states, and sovereign governments to 

finance projects and operations. 

Capital losses 

When an investment is sold for less than the  

purchase price.

Core investment solution 

A core investment solution invests across traditional 

asset classes such as stocks, bonds and cash.

Developed markets

Developed markets are countries that are most 

progressed in terms of their economy and capital 

markets. Generally, progress is defined as having a 

mature and sophisticated economy, high per capita 

income, accessibility by foreign investors, and a 

dependable regulatory system.

Diversified / Diversified exposure / Diversified 

portfolios / Diversified approach 

Diversification is the practice of spreading your 

investments around so that your exposure to any one 

type of asset is limited. This practice is designed to help 

reduce the volatility of your portfolio over time.

Domiciled funds 

Domicile refers to the legal and regulatory jurisdiction  

in which an investment fund is incorporated and 

operates. It sets the rules and requirements for the 

fund’s activities, investor protection, reporting,  

and compliance.
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Emerging markets 

‘Emerging markets’ is a term that refers to an economy 

that experiences considerable economic growth 

and possesses some, but not all, characteristics of a 

developed economy. Emerging markets are countries 

that are transitioning from the “developing” phase to 

the ‘developed’ phase.

Exchange Traded Funds 

An ETF, or Exchange Traded Fund is a simple and easy 

way to get access to investment markets. It is a pre-

defined basket of bonds, stocks or commodities that 

are wrapped into a fund and then listed on an exchange 

to trade.

Investment strategies 

An investment strategy is a plan designed to help 

individual investors achieve their financial and 

investment goals.

Investment styles 

Investment style is the way that a portfolio’s 

investments are chosen so that it meets a particular 

orientation. Common styles can be distinguished from 

one another based on risk tolerance, growth vs. value, 

and market capitalization.

Overweighting

An overweight rating on an investment means that an 

investor believes an asset’s price should increase in 

the future. The investor then purchases more of that 

investment than the benchmark index the investor  

is tracking.

Passive funds 

A style of investing in which the fund manager seeks to 

mirror the return of a specific index. The manager does 

so by investing in the same or a representative sample of 

securities as that index and in the same proportions.

Sectors

A sector refers to a distinct category or grouping of 

funds, companies, organisations, or industries that share 

similar characteristics, products, or services

Shares / Stocks / Equities

Units of stock issued by a company / corporation 

that represent ownership. They are sold to investors 

and traders to raise capital for the company. In return, 

the company may pay a dividend to shareholders 

periodically. Many businesses issue stocks and shares 

when they need funds for research and development, 

expansion, or other growth opportunities. 

Strategic asset allocation

Strategic asset allocation is a portfolio strategy whereby 

the investor sets target allocations for various asset 

classes to achieve a long-term investment objective. 

Tactical asset allocation 

Tactical asset allocation involves taking an active stance 

on the strategic asset allocation itself and adjusting long-

term target weights for a short period to protect capital 

or to take advantage of short term opportunities.

Third party asset manager specialists

An external manager who is hired directly by the client 

or asset owner to manage its assets based on the 

investment objectives set forth by the client. 

Underweighting 

An underweight rating on an investment means that 

an investor believes an assets price should decrease 

in the future. The investor then purchases less of that 

investment than the benchmark index the investor  

is tracking.
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